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Great Start Readiness Program’s
quality exceeds the nation’s top 
publicly funded PreK program

Program quality is the foundation for positive childhood outcomes in
publicly funded PreK. Michigan’s Great Start Readiness Program (GSRP)
provides thousands of low-income 4-year-olds with high-quality
instruction. In 2021-22, over a third of GSRP classrooms were evaluated
using the Classroom Assessment Scoring System (CLASS®). CLASS® is a
recognized evaluative tool where trained evaluators score the programs
from 1 to 7 on three areas: their emotional support of children, classroom
organization, and their instructional support.    1-2

In 2021-22,  GSRP outscored the District of
Columbia’s (DC) Universal PreK Program
across all CLASS® dimensions.3  DC’s PreK was
recognized as the most accessible publicly
funded PreK program for 4-year-olds and the
most well-funded at $20,442 for each child.4
Michigan ranked 19th in accessibility and 6th
for spending at $11,927.4

DC’s PreK (n = 840 classrooms)
MI’s GSRP (n = 709 classrooms)
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* Expectations: emotional support - 6; classroom
organization - 6;  instructional support - 4. 3
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Quality matters for low-income children
Maintaining and increasing GSRP’s quality is essential to closing the
academic gap, as low-income students often attend lower quality
programs than their wealthier peers.5  Ensuring that all low-income
children have access to a high-quality GSRP classroom will require: 

• Investing in professional development around instructional
quality and classroom organization across the state.

• Increasing support for classrooms with higher populations of
low-income students.

By expanding GSRP’s quality, Michigan is establishing itself as one of the
best publicly funded PreK programs.

For more information, check out the Great Start Readiness 
Program State Evaluation 2021-22 Annual Report at 
cep.msu.edu/gsrp or www.t.ly/ExMzs
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